AFTER MOTHER  INDIA

(i) Is It a fact that Mr. Coatman, Head of the Pub-
licity Department of the Government of India,
was associated with Miss Mayo in collecting
materials for her book?

(c) Is there any truth in the rumour that Miss Mayo
was in some way or other subsidised by the Scout
Service Funds?

(J) Is it a fact that Mr. Coatman saw the proofs
of the book?

(e) Will the Government find out and disclose the
names of such officials as helped Miss Mayo in
the collection of materials of that book or in
writing it ?

The Honourable Mr. J. Crerar: (a) Government have *
seen the book, (J), (c) and (d). There is no truth
whatever in these suggestions and I should like to
repudiate them emphatically. I would also refer
the Honourable Member to the Foreword to the
book itself, in which the author expressly states
that she submitted the manuscript of the book to
no one connected with official life.

(e) Government have no reason to suppose that any
official gave Miss Mayo any assistance beyond
what is given to any member of the public.c c

ISSUE OF A CONTRADICTION TO THE NUMEROUS ALLEGA-
TIONS CONTAINED IN MISS MAYO'S BOOKS "MOTHER
INDIA" AND "ISLES OF FEAR"

1164. * Mr. M. S. Aney: (a) Will the Government be
pleased to state whether they have issued any in-
structions to the Head of the Publicity Depart-
ment to promptly issue any book or pamphlet to
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